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DIGEST: F o r  the purpose of m i l e a g e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
Q n d e r  Volume 2 ,  J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
p a r a .  C 2 1 5 3 ,  t h e  terms " r e s i d e n c e "  a n d  
"g lace  of abade" r e f e r  t o  t h e  place f r o m  
w h i c h  a n  e m p l o y e e  r e g u l a r l y  commutes. 
T h u s ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  who c o m m u t e s  f rom tempo- 
r a r y  l o d g i n g  t o  a l t e r n a t e  Nork  s i t e s  i n  the 
v i c i n i t y  of h i s  o f f i c i a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  is 
e n t i t l e d  t o  m i l e a g e  o n l y  b e t w e e n  t h e  w o r k  
s i t e s  a n d  t h e  temporary  l o d g i n g ,  n o t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  w o r k  s i t e s  and a r e s i d e n c e  160  m i l e s  
away .  Joe B .  K n i g h t ,  8-210660, Segtem- 
ber  2 7 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  a f f i r m e d .  

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e s p o n d s  t o  M r .  K n i g h t ' s  request ,  
t h r o u g h  h i s  a t t o r n e y ,  t ha t ,  w e  r e c o n s i d e r  o u r  d e c i s i o n ,  
-- Joe  B. K n i q h t ,  8 - 2 1 0 6 6 0 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1383, w h i c h  d i s -  
a i l o w e d  h i s  c l a i m  f o r  mi l eage  i n c i d e n t  t o  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  
his home i n  N e w  a e r n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  a d u t y  station 
l oca t ed  i n  L i t t l e  C r e e k ,  V i r g i n i a  ( a b o u t  160 m i l e s  one 
w a y ) .  M r .  K n i g h t  was f o u n d  n o t  t o  be e n t i t l e d  to m i l e -  
age  f o r  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  h i s  d i s t a n t  r e s i d e n c e  from which  
h e  d i d  n o t  commute  d a i l y  a n d  h i s  a l t e r n a t e  work s i te  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s t a t i o n .  W e  a f f i r m .  

Mr. K n i g h t  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  for s e v e r a l  years 
by t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of S h i p b u i l d i n g ,  Conversion and 
Re2a i r ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a v y ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  V i r g i n i a .  
R a t h e r  t h a n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  P o r t s m o u t h  o r  any  s i n g l e  loca- 
t i o n ,  he h a s  r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
r e?a i r  f a c i l i t i e s .  B e t w e e n  May 1 9 7 9  a n d  M a r c h  1981 ,  
he was t e m p o r a r i l y  a s s i g n e d  d u t y  a t  N e w  B e r n ,  North 
C a r o l i n a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 4 5  mi les  f r o m  P o r t s m o u t h .  
D u r i n g  t h i s  a s s i g n m e n t  h e  p u r c h a s e d  a r e s i d e n c e  in N e w  
B e r n .  F r o m  March  t h r o u g h  A u g u s t  1 9 8 1  he w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e  N a v a l  A m p h i b i o u s  Base ,  L i t t l e  C r e e k ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1981 h e  was a s s i g n e d  to N o r f o l k  
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company,  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a .  
B o t h  N o r f o l k  a n d  L i t t l e  C r e e k  are  less t h a n  2 5  m i l e s  
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frorn ? o r t s r n o u t h .  M r .  K n i g h t  s t a t e s  t h a t  he  c h a n g e d  h i s  
i ~ a r : n a n e n t  r z s i d e n c e  from t h e  P o r t s m o u t h  area t o  N e w  B e r n  
on A p r i l  ..30. .,.. 19.8.1 .. l,.~lonth...fo~.llowina~ the.. terJPi.natinn of< Lx .,-. . .  :..-... . . , 

h i s  zss i3n ;nen t  t 9  N e w  B e r n .  H e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  
12 t h e  ? , 2 r t s n o s t h  a r e a  h e  s t a y s  i n  v a r i o u s  t emporary  
L3u; .:-.Js. 

C ' . .  .-. .. ,' *. .I 

iiis r r i i l eag?  c l a i m  i s  f o r  t r a v e l  between his N e w  
B ~ r n  r e s i d e n c e  a n a  h i s  d u t y  s t a t i o n  a t  L i t t l e  C r e e k .  I n  
s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  d i s a l l o w a n c e  of t h a t  c l a i m  w e  h e l d  i n  t h e  
S e 2 t e r n b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 8 3  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w h i l e  mi leage  would be 
p a y a b l e  frorn t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  t e m p o r a r y  l o d g i n g s  i n  t h e  
P 3 r t s r n o u t h  a r e a  o n  a n y  d a y  h e  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  an a l t e r -  
n a t e  -7crk s i t e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t r a v e l  t o  a n d  f r o m  a remote 
r e s i d e n c e  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  a l t e r n a t e  
d u t y  l o c a t i o n  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  employee. 

Y r .  K n i g h t ,  i n  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
c l a i m s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  g e r t i n e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  n o r  case 
lax - t x i s t _ s  w h i c h  i 3 r o p s r l y  l i m i t s  h i s  mileage claims. 
!-l? i ? d i c a t e s  t n a t  a n d e r  Volume 2 o f  t h e  J o i n t  T r a v e l  
R e g u l a t i o n s  ( 2  J T R ) ,  a n d  t h e  S u p e r v i s o r  of S h i p b u i l d i n g  
t r a v e l  2 o l i c y  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (SUPSHIP 
P o r t s m o u t h  I n s t .  4 6 5 0 . 2 ~ )  mileage  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  is 
a u t h o r i z e d  u p o n  a n  a g e n c y  f i n d i n g  t h a t  a n  employee ' s  use 
of a p r i v a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e  f o r  o f f i c i a l  t r a v e l  is 
a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  H e  a l s o  r e f e r s  t o  our 
d e c i s i o n  G i l b e r t  C .  M o r q a n ,  57 Comp. Gen.  32 (1977), a n d  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  mi l eage  f o r  
l o c a l  t r a v e l  f r o m  r e s i d e n c e s  more t h a n  2 5  m i l e s  f r o m  
P a r t s m o u t h ,  a s  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

A s  was i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1983  deci- 
s i o n ,  2 J T I I ,  p a r a .  C 2 1 5 3 ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  when use of a 
2 r : ' ~ a t e l y  owned v e h i c l e  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  a s  a d v a n t a g e o u s  
t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  for t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  t h e  employee ' s  
> l a c e  o f  abode  a n d  a n  a l t e r n a t e  d u t y  p o i n t  ( a  d u t y  p o i n t  
w i t h i n  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  p e r m a n e n t  d u t y  s t a t i o n  
7 t h e r  t h a n  h i s  r e g u l a r  work  p l a c e )  t h e  e m p l o y e e  is e n -  
t i t l e d  t o  a m i l e a g e  a l l o w a n c e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  
S e t w e e n  t h e  p l a c e  of abode a n d  t h e  a l t z r n a t e  d u t y  
2oint. T h e  Navy h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  employees s u c h  a s  
hlr. K n i g h t  w h o s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  is  P o r t s m o u t h  b u t  a r e  
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assigned to various work sites in the Portsmouth area, 
are authorized mileage under paragraph C2153 on the 
basis that they are working at alternate duty locations. 

.a ... . . .LI - ' S .  .. .,.. ..- ..a -CI... .. .. ..-. . " ._.. . . . IJ?' . ,  . . . e'* . .,.: . ' ...'..'.* .. :.". . ,.* .. - :.-. e.. . .. . ..'.<. * * * *  , __  . . 
Mr. Knight maintains that for the purposes of this 

r e z ~ ~ l a t i - o n  !lis "?lace of abc"," is his residence in Nev 
& r n ,  iiorth Carolina, rather than his lodgings in the 
Portsmouth area, and on that basis he is entitled to 
milsage-based round-trip travel to New Bern. 

We have held that for the purposes of mileage reim- 
bursement to and from a "residence" or "place of abode," 
those terms refer to the place from which the employee 
comautes daily. Mervin S. Dunham, B - 1 9 7 3 6 0 ,  July 1 5 ,  
1980; John C. Schwappach, B-201361, December 30, 1981. 
Thus, in this case the local temporary lodgings in the 
Portsmouth area from which Mr. Knight commuted to work 
sh.Duld be considered his places of abode for purposes of 
mileage reimbursement under 2 JTR, para. C2153, 

The ruling Mr. Knight refers to in Gilbert C. 
Morgan, 57 Comp. Gen. 3 2  ( 1 9 7 7 1 ,  whereby a motel room 
rented on an irregular basis by an employee performing 
work at his official station was not considered a 
"residence" is inapplicable to Mr. Knight's situation. 
Morgan -- did not commute from either his permanent resi- 
dence or his motel room to an alternate duty station. 
Instead he traveled from iiis distant residence in Ponca 
City, Oklahoma, to his office in Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, his official duty station. From there he would 
depart to temporary duty stations. Mr. Morgan was in 
temporary duty travel status a majority of the time, 
and he would only infrequently rent a motel room in 
Oklahoma City when he was performing extended work at 
his official duty station. In his case a specific 
agency regulation was applied which required that where 
an employee does not maintain a residence within 
25 miles of the corporate limits of his duty station, he 
is entitled to mileage computed on the distance between 
the destination of the trip and a point 25 miles from 
the corporate limits of the official duty station. Such 
a regulation is discretionary with the agency. 
Gilbert C. Morqan, 55 Comp. Gen. 1323, 1325 (1976). 
M r .  Knight's agency had no such regulation. 
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We h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  a n  employee ' s  
d e c i s i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  a r e s i d e n c e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c o n -  
y e _ n i e n t  ... t o , h i s  - - a s s i g n e d , d u t y  s t a t i o n  .... . , *  - .* is a ma t t e r  of ... - -= _. . I_.. . . . 
z t . r s 3 n a l  c h o i c e  f o r  wh-i"ch t h e  Goverrlnentt' is n<t 'obl*i-  
::;it'd t o  c r m o e n s a t e  t h e  employee t h r o u g h  a d d i t i o n a l  

Y r .  K < i g h t ' s  d e c i s i Q n  t o  p u r c h a s e  a r e s i d e n c e  i n  N e w  
3ern 160 o i l e s  f r o m  P o r t s n o u t h  was a n a t t e r  or' p e r s o n a l  
c h o i c e .  I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  Government h a s  no  
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p a y  h im a d d i t i o n a l  m i l e a g e  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h a t  c h o i c e .  

7 7  AS t o  %:r. ~ n i g n t ' s  5 r ; u n e n t  t h 3 t  sone q t h e r  
e n 2 l o y e e s  of h i s  a g e n c y  h a v e  b e e n  r e i m b u r s e d  m i l e a g e  
from t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e s  t o  a l t e r n a t e  w o r k  s i t es  f o r  d i s -  
L a n c e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  w h a t  d o u l d  u s u a l i y  be considered 
cominut lng  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  c a s e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  were  f o r  
6 1  mi l e s  o r  l ess  o n e  way.  Y r .  K n i g h t ' s  c l a i m s ,  however ,  
i n v o l v e  one-wai' m i l e a g e  f r o m  N e w  B o r n ,  North C a r o l i n a ,  
t 9  i i c t l e  Creek, V i r g i n i a ,  of 1 6 0  mi l e s .  Thus, w h e t h e r  
o r  n a t  6 1  rniles i s  w i t h i n  c o m m u t i n g  d i s t a n c e ,  obviously 
1 6 0  m i l e s  i s  n o t .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  a f f i r m  Joe B .  K n i g h t ,  B-210660, 
S e D t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  w h i c h  s u s t a i n e d  d e n i a l  of - 
Mr. K n i g h t ' s  c l a i m  f o r  m i l e a g e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  for p r i -  
17a t5 ly  owned v e h i c l e  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  h i s  N e w  B e r n ,  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a ,  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  a l t e r n a t e  d u t y  s t a t i o n  a t  L i t t l e  
C r e e k  , V i r g i n i a .  

C o m p t r o l l e r  G e n e r a l  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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